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To the editors:

While you have published several responses to Burston and Nelsons recent article, Burston, D., & Nelson, C. (2023). Under Siege: Political Activism and Psychoanalysis. Free Associations, (89), I felt compelled to add my voice to those that support the scholarship of these two important academics.  I have had the privilege of meeting with these two on a weekly basis over the past year to discuss the impact of the current antisemitism within both academia and psychoanalytic training and theory. Make no mistake, I believe any attempt to extricate anti-Zionism from antisemitism is a false dichotomy and falls apart under the actual lived experience of Jewish people throughout the world. 

While my colleagues have done an excellent job of meeting the attacks against them and their integrity in their follow-up comment, I feel compelled to point out and highlight a few other examples of misrepresentation. As I read the critiques, I was struck by a narrative approach that most of the detractors tried to employ.  First, you ignore facts that do not fit with your point of view. None of the detractors have directly addressed the hate speech that Dr. Sheehi has regularly encouraged, initiated, supported. If it is acknowledged it is given a pass as the outcome of “occupation”. Which leads to my second point, It is assumed with certainty that Israel is an occupier that has created a settler-colonialist relationship with the Palestinian people.  There are no facts that are allowed that dispute this “certainty” so everything that comes from that assumption is fair game. The “big Lie” is that Israel is a powerful world dominating force. Anyone who was not educated in history would assume Israel can control the entire world.  The reality is ignored, the psychic fantasy that Sheehi and the like adhere to is that they are powerless and voiceless and unable to get what they want.  The projection on this situation is astounding, as here is the reality- there are only 8 million people in Israel, there are only 14 million Jewish people in the world and the Arab and Muslim world that surround Israel have over a billion people.  Who is voiceless, who is powerless?

Finally, you make sure you disparage the writer and label them in an erroneous manner to discredit anything of value they might say. That both of these academics have had long careers of providing scholarly work that is used as a weapon to make them into the “old guard” that needs to be toppled.

Another projection of rage occurs when the word genocide is applied to Israel. What could be more clear?  While there are certainly Israelis, that in frustration at the same level that the Palestinian’s use to justify their violence, have said things like, I want to wipe them out” or get rid of the Palestinians.  But what we have learned from psychoanalysis is that fantasy and thoughts are not actions, that we all have rage and lust in our hearts, but what we do in reality is another matter.  
The “liberation psychoanalysis” that falls from this overly determined perspective, not only drifts far from the subjective experience of the patient, but seems to reify unconscious thoughts and fantasies into actual behavior.  I remember a story early in training, that when Freud first espoused his theories, the use of them could take on perverse consequences.  In this story, a man and his son went hiking up a mountain, the father fell to his death.  When the son returned, he was prosecuted for murder. Why? The prosecutor claimed that according to the Freudian Oedipal theory, a son harbors murderous wishes toward his father, so therefore he must have murdered him.  As preposterous as this sounds, it is the same logic being used to identify genocidal wishes in the Israelis, and racist attitudes in all white people.

On the other hand, the Palestinians have been educated and taught to hate the Jewish people.  There is documented evidence of the Palestinian children’s education that includes this hatred and violence.  Not individual but cultural acceptance and promotion of hatred.  Then you have the Hamas charter, which includes a genocidal statement of getting rid of Israel and all Israeli’s. This is not phantasy of the mind, this is a guiding principle of action and belief.  

To bring it back to the current discourse, while Burston and Nelson certainly disagree with Sheehi, Carter’s et al’s view of the world, they are by no means right wing fascists as identified in these critiques.  In fact, there is a fascism in not allowing for looking at oneself and the information presented in a skeptical fashion. The Carter et. al, espoused model of either you believe our view of the world, or you are a white supremacist, racist, idiot, mentally ill person is reductionistic and embraces, the fascism they supposedly abhor.  

Burston, Nelson and a number of Jewish and non-Jewish academics espouse beliefs and real-world actions that are in line with any liberal agenda that includes the rights of all oppressed groups and are against the violence not for it. If their attempt to stop the antisemitism, violence and lies being espoused by other people, is seen as beating the oppressed into submission, then all of us are destined to be seen as murderers for our willingness to try and find some truth among a sea of projection, falsehoods and primitive strivings which have been cathected on certain people in the form of antisemitism and anti-Zionism.

Sincerely,

Alan Hack, PhD
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